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WEST BASIN RECEIVES HALF A MILLION DOLLARS FOR SAVING ENERGY AND WATER AT EDWARD C. 

LITTLE WATER RECYCLING FACILITY  

Southern California Edison provided incentive check for energy management improvements  

 

CARSON, Calif. – West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) was awarded $538,530 by Southern 

California Edison for implementing energy-efficient improvements during its most recent expansion of 

the Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility. With its latest expansion, the facility has increased the 

production of recycled water to potentially produce 62 million gallons of water every day, at full 

capacity.  

As part of the recent expansion, West Basin included the installation of six Variable Frequency Drives 

(VFD) for large product and feedwater pumps to ensure efficient operation and energy management. A 

VFD is a controller to adjust pump motor speed to accommodate various flow demands, which allows 

for more efficient power usage at the water recycling facility. Southern California Edison rewarded West 

Basin based on how the application for these pumps exceeded normal industry standards for energy 

efficiency. The annual energy savings for the project amounted to 5,290,778kWh and 623kW, which is 

the equivalent of reducing approximately 5.2 million tons of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.   

“We are thankful for our partnership with Southern California Edison which allows us to continue to 

implement sustainable solutions at the Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility,” said West Basin Board 

President Donald L. Dear. “We look forward to working closely with them on future projects.”  

West Basin has taken significant strides to increase water recycling production at the Edward C. Little 

Water Recycling Facility, the only facility in the world that produces five different types of recycled 

water. At full capacity, the facility has the potential to conserve enough drinking water to meet the 

needs of 80,000 households a year. The expansion, which was completed in 2013, was the fifth 

expansion since initial construction in 1995.  

### 
 
West Basin Municipal Water District is a wholesale water district that serves nearly a million people in 17 cities and 
unincorporated areas throughout its 185-square mile service area. West Basin is reducing its dependence on 



imported water through its Water Reliability 2020 program that will double conservation, double recycled water 
production and add desalted ocean water to its portfolio by the year 2020. Visit www.westbasin.org to learn more.  


