West Basin 2026 State and Federal Policy
Principles and Legislative & Regulatory Priorities

Introduction

The West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) Board of Directors adopts overarching
Policy Principles and annual Legislative & Regulatory Priorities to help guide the District’s state,
federal, and local government advocacy efforts. The adopted Principles and Priorities are used
to help inform the West Basin Board of Directors and the District’s executive team on positions
to be taken on legislation, proposed regulations, funding opportunities, and other policy-related
matters.

One objective of this document is to streamline decision-making processes by aligning the
advocacy efforts of West Basin’s legislative and regulatory programs with the District’s mission
statement, core values, and policy principles, as established by the Board of Directors. By
optimizing these processes, West Basin is able to implement strategic actions in a more timely
and effective manner, allowing the District to work collaboratively with elected officials,
government agencies, industry coalitions, and other key stakeholders to pursue legislative and
regulatory policies that help ensure near-term preferred outcomes, along with long-term
resiliency and reliability for the region.

As a strategic document, West Basin’s Principles and Priorities guides staff activities throughout
the year to help meet the legislative and regulatory objectives identified by the West Basin
Board and executive team. Principles and Priorities are reviewed and updated on an annual
basis, in coordination with the Board of Directors, General Manager, Manager of Water Policy &
Resources, and other members of the District’s executive team.



This document is not intended to be overly specific or prescriptive. The goal of developing these
Policies and Priorities is to identify clear, overarching policy goals, while providing flexibility to
District staff and the Board of Directors to implement plans and actions that meet those goals.

Policy Principles

West Basin’s guiding Policy Principles are intended to align with the District’s mission and long-
term strategic planning efforts. When establishing annual legislative and regulatory priorities,
the District’s Policy Principles will serve as a foundation to build upon and enhance the District’s
continued efforts at the state and federal levels on all legislative, regulatory, and funding
matters.

Regional Water Supply Reliability

West Basin’s mission is to provide a safe and reliable supply of high-quality water to the
communities we serve. This mission is achieved by investing in a diverse water supply portfolio
that includes local and imported water sources. Local sources include recycled water,
groundwater pumped from local aquifers, and conserved water made available through West
Basin’s water efficiency and funding programs.

While West Basin seeks to maximize local water supplies, the District will continue to remain
largely dependent on imported water provided by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California for the foreseeable future. Accordingly, West Basin will support ongoing legislative
and regulatory actions that not only encourage the growth of local water supplies, but also
provide continued access to reliable, cost-effective imported water supplies through
Metropolitan Water District. These policies will allow West Basin to provide its communities
with a diverse water supply portfolio, while preparing the region for the intensifying impacts of
climate change.

Recycled Water

For 30 years, West Basin has established itself as a leader in the area of water recycling in
California, developing five different types of recycled water to meet the needs of its service
area. These efforts have resulted in the production of more than 250 billion gallons of recycled
water, while preventing an equivalent volume of treated wastewater from being discharged into
the ocean.

To support its recycled water programs, West Basin has played an important role in shaping
California’s recycled water policies, including drafting legislation related to indirect potable



reuse, serving as a long-time board member of WateReuse, and advocating for various state
conservation regulations to include exemptions for recycled water use.

Through Governor Newsom’s 2022 Water Supply Strategy, the state announced a goal to recycle
and reuse at least 800,000 acre-feet of water per year by 2030. West Basin’s recycled water
program will continue to play a significant role in helping the state meet this objective. West
Basin supports policies that further expand recycled water supplies throughout the state and
that drive new investments in innovative water treatment technologies and processes that are
needed to restore and maintain recycled water production volumes that have been negatively
impacted by declining wastewater flows, which has caused worsening water quality of source
flows.

Conservation and Water Use Efficiency

West Basin supports conservation as a way of life by offering innovative water efficiency and
outreach programs that seek to help the region’s communities use water more efficiently. The
District’s water efficiency programs provide rebates and other resources to the service area’s
residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional customers with the goal of optimizing water
use as a means of maximizing regional water reliability. For many years, the District has played
an active role in helping shape major water conservation policies that have impacted water
providers and the customers they serve, including California’s 20% by 2020 regulations, AB
1668/SB 606 (Conservation as a California Way of Life), non-functional turf regulations, and
other related measures.

West Basin will continue to advocate for progressive water conservation policies that consider
the cost-effectiveness and feasibility of implementing any new requirements. The District also
supports state and federal funding measures that allow water providers to implement programs
and measures that ensure compliance with any new regulation.

Environmental Stewardship

Much of the West Basin service area is adjacent to the Pacific Ocean. The District’s boundaries
also include several different watersheds. The natural resources in the region include coastal
habitats, wetlands, mountains, creeks, rivers, and a host of other geographic features that are
interspersed among highly dense urban areas.

West Basin was created with environmental sustainability in mind, as it was initially a water
wholesaler whose imported water supplies would allow the region to offset years of
groundwater overdraft that caused seawater intrusion into inland areas. Since its formative
years, West Basin has expanded its impact on local sustainability issues, with a highly successful



recycled water program that has directly improved the water quality of the Santa Monica Bay, to
serving on the boards of state and regional bodies with strong environmental focuses (Safe
Clean Water Program and the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Committee).

West Basin will continue to prioritize progressive statewide, federal, and local policies that not
only ensure water reliability for the region, but that support environmental sustainability
initiatives with beneficial impacts on local natural resources.

Workforce Development

Due to an increased number of retirements, more frequent employee shortages, and a growing
demand for educated and skilled workers, the water industry is facing major challenges in
maintaining critically needed workforce levels. As time goes on, it is expected these challenges
will become even more serious unless state, local, and federal agencies can work together to
implement programs and pathways for the next generation of students to enter the water and
other utilities sectors. As a regional agency with diverse communities, West Basin supports
policies and programs that invest in water education and career development opportunities for
the next generation of the workforce. This generation will be needed to fill critical roles such as
treatment operators, laboratory scientists, policy makers, and engineers, among others.

In addition to supporting general workforce development initiatives, West Basin supports
programs that seek to educate and inform underserved and disadvantaged communities about
the many opportunities available in the water industry. Maintaining a diverse and equitable
workforce that reflects the makeup of local communities will help establish much-needed
career path pipelines that help guide future generations of the workforce into needed roles.

West Basin will continue supporting ongoing legislative initiatives, funding measures, and other
investments that will be needed to encourage prospective employees to consider the water
sector as a beneficial and rewarding career.



2026 Legislative and Regulatory Priorities

West Basin’s legislative and regulatory priorities will be reviewed and updated on an annual
basis. Priorities will be guided by the District’s existing Policy Principles and are intended to be
the most critical legislative and regulatory issues that are either being carried over from
previous legislative sessions or that are anticipated to occur in the following year. The priorities
provided below are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit West Basin’s ability to support,
oppose, or otherwise act upon state and federal policies that may arise during the course of the
year. What this list does is to identify those priority policy areas that West Basin will closely
track for possible District and/or Board action during the upcoming legislative session.

1. Support policies that advance statewide and regional imported water reliability from the
State Water Project and the Colorado River, while ensuring high-quality water supplies from
these primary imported sources.

2. Support state and federal funding for imported water systems, including investments in
treatment infrastructure, distribution and conveyance facilities, above and below ground
storage, transfers, and other measures that provide operational flexibility of imported water
supplies.

3. Oppose policies that make it more difficult for public agencies to secure funding for ongoing
infrastructure and other local resources needs.

4. Continue to support Pure Water Southern California, Pure Water Los Angeles, and other
regional programs that are aimed at providing long-term supply reliability for the West Basin
service area.

5. Support policies for the management and expansion of recycled water supplies and its many
uses, including indirect potable reuse, direct potable reuse, and stormwater, while reducing
regulatory burdens on recycled water providers. Support policies to keep the regulations at
pace with technology.

6. Support funding for recycled water infrastructure, including for early adopters that operate
aging recycled water facilities. New funding will support new treatment technologies and
processes that allow recycled water producers to maintain and expand upon existing
recycled water production capabilities while facing challenges associated with the
degradation of wastewater source flow quality.

7. Support policies and programs that incentivize industrial investments in onsite reuse,
municipal water recycling infrastructure, and recycled water purchases, in-lieu of freshwater
sources.

8. Promote conservation as a way of life and adapt to a changing climate by supporting water
use efficiency and other demand management measures that reduce dependence on
imported water supplies, with an emphasis on removing non-functional turf from public and



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

commercial areas. Support policies and resources to support compliance and unique
sources and uses of water.

Support water affordability in all West Basin communities through cost-effective water
management solutions, utilizing state and federal funding to help reduce cost impacts;
without burdening existing ratepayers and while protecting public trust.

Support reasonable, cost-effective drinking and recycled water regulations that protect
public health, without shifting cost burdens to water providers and ratepayers.

Ensure “polluters pay” policies are implemented to ensure “passive receivers”, such as
recycled water and wastewater facilities, are exempt from cleanup costs associated with
PFAS or other emerging constituents of concern. Encourage source control measures to
protect water quality and public health.

Support utility and water industry workforce development policies that help establish
ongoing education and career pathways in the high school, college, and non-traditional
education sectors for the next generation of the workforce.

Support legislative and regulatory actions that improve supply chain reliability, ensure
uninterrupted access to water treatment chemicals, incentivize commercial sector
investments in water treatment chemical production and/or distribution activities, and
prevent cost spikes in critically needed chemicals, components, materials, and other capital
costs.

Support policies and programs that provide resources to reduce GHG emissions. Including
integration of alternative energy sources, efficiency efforts, and replacement of equipment.



