West Basin Municipal Water District Fall 2025

WATER NEWS

New $7 per Square Foot Grass
Replacement Rebate for Businesses
and Public Agencies

California is preparing for a major change in how water is used outdoors.
Beginning in 2027, the state will prohibit the use of drinking water to
irrigate non-functional turf, such as decorative grass that serves no recre-
ational purpose, for businesses and public agency properties. To help get
ahead of this transition, the Metropolitan Water District is offering its

largest grass replacement rebate to date: $7 per square foot.

This new incentive makes it easier and more affordable than ever to replace water-thirsty grass with sustainable, water-wise
landscaping. By removing non-essential grass, organizations can not only comply with future regulations but also reduce

long-term water costs while creating landscapes that are both attractive and environmentally responsible.

The program comes with even more expanded benefits designed to support large projects and public entities. Rebates are
now available for projects covering up to 200,000 square feet, making it ideal for large campuses, schools, parks and other
public facilities. In addition to financial incentives, participants may also qualify
for free professional landscape design services valued at up to $5,000, ensuring
that projects are both functional and aesthetically pleasing. For those new to the
rebate process, application assistance is available to help guide participants

every step of the way.

Public agencies of all types are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.
Eligible organizations include city-owned properties such as schools, parks and
civic buildings; special districts; joint power authorities; and other local, state,
and federal government departments. The rebate program provides more than
just financial relief—it helps conserve one of California’s most precious resources.
Transitioning to climate-appropriate landscaping reduces water demand, lowers
maintenance costs and contributes to long-term sustainability goals for

communities across the region.

Funding for the program is limited, so interested agencies and businesses are
encouraged to apply as soon as possible while resources are still available.

For more information and to check eligibility, visit WestBasinCA.gov/public-agency.
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West Basin Celebrates 30 Years
of Recycled Water at 2025 Water

Harvest Festival

West Basin welcomed hundreds of people to our annual Water Harvest
Festival on October 25, 2025, with themed activities celebrating our
district’s 30 years of recycled water production. We host this free
family-friendly event every year at the Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility in El Segundo. The festival blends water education
and entertainment together to highlight the importance of local water sustainability. Guests enjoyed stage shows, food,
giveaways, raffles and costume contests, while kids explored activity zones and interactive games. Educational booths and facility

tours gave people a behind-the-scenes look at how recycled water is made and its role in strengthening regional water resilience.

Check out highlights from the festival, shot by students from Leuzinger High School Multimedia Careers Academy, in our Community

Photo Album. Thank you to all who joined us to celebrate water conservation and community stewardship — we’ll see you next year!

Transform & Beautify Your Parkway for Free

Are you ready to give your street-front landscape a fresh new look and save water at the
same time? West Basin’s Parkway Beautification Program offers homeowners the opportunity
to replace existing parkway grass with eye-catching water efficient plants. Your landscape
gets a personalized design refresh while helping our community conserve water.

Take a look at the program web page to see eligibility requirements and sign up for the

interest list. Let's make your home's curb appeal a showcase of smart sustainable

landscaping!
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Use fallen leaves as garden mulch

Free Rain Barrel

Instead of bagging up autumn leaves, spread them around trees, .
Giveaways

shrubs, and garden beds. The leaf layer keeps soil cool, reduces
. Every year West Basin gives
evaporation and helps suppress weeds that compete for water. As .
away 1,500 free rain barrels
the leaves break down they enrich the soil so it holds water more .
at events across the service

effectively.

area. Each rain barrel can

save about 650 gallons of
water per year for gardening

@’ and all sorts of outdoor

watering uses.
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